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Admiralty during this period. Mr. Churchill gives us much
valuable new information as to his strengthening and
increasing of the British navy after Germany's folly in
refusing British proposals for the limitation of naval
armaments.
The memoirs of Sir George Buchanan, British Ambas-
sador to Russia, add little to our knowledge of the imme-
diate causes of the War beyond what can be learned from
the British Blue Book. But when he says that, with one
exception, this "recorded all the communications which
passed between me and that Department [the British For-
eign Office] during those critical days," 54 he is guilty of
serious misrepresentation; the new British Documents
contain more than a score of such communications not
printed in 1914, not even counting the important passages
omitted from several telegrams and letters. Lord Bertie^
Diary, though mainly concerned with events after the out*
break of the War, contains some significant passages on the
pacific attitude of the French people until they were stirred
up by their newspapers, and by IzvolskL Of the latter he
writes, July 27: "Izvolski is expected back here today or
tomorrow, and he is not an element of peace." And on
July 28: "Izvolski told Granville that war is inevitable.
... He will do a good deal of mischief in fomenting a war
spirit here." And later, on November 10: "What a fool
Izvolski is! ... At the beginning of the war he claimed
to be its author:—'C'est ma guerre!'"*5 This attitude is
confirmed by several passages now printed for the first time
in the new British Documents, in which we learn that Bertie
told the French that "public opinion in England would
not sanction a war in support of Russia if she, as protector
of Slavs, picked a quarrel with Austria over Austro-Serbian
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